
Poverty Rates in California Counties - US Census, 2000

COUNTY Total Poulation # in Poverty % in Poverty
Poverty 
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Total Child 
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in Poverty

% Children 
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Children In 
Poverty Rank*

Alameda County 1,419,998 156,804 11.0% 44 348,529 48,221 13.8% 42
Alpine County 1,191 232 19.5% 11 258 78 30.2% 4
Amador County 30,462 2,808 9.2% 47 6,788 969 14.3% 40
Butte County 197,816 39,148 19.8% 10 47,303 11,547 24.4% 17
Calaveras County 39,908 4,704 11.8% 39 8,835 1,462 16.5% 36
Colusa County 18,446 2,964 16.1% 22 5,787 1,168 20.2% 27
Contra Costa County 938,310 71,575 7.6% 53 246,994 25,104 10.2% 52
Del Norte County 23,626 4,765 20.2% 9 6,630 1,818 27.4% 10
El Dorado County 154,981 11,079 7.1% 55 39,939 3,209 8.0% 55
Fresno County 782,294 179,085 22.9% 2 250,831 80,504 32.1% 2
Glenn County 26,056 4,729 18.1% 17 7,977 2,116 26.5% 13
Humboldt County 123,167 24,059 19.5% 11 28,476 6,618 23.2% 20
Imperial County 131,459 29,681 22.6% 3 44,188 12,769 28.9% 6
Inyo County 17,753 2,244 12.6% 36 4,328 705 16.3% 38
Kern County 630,771 130,949 20.8% 7 206,752 58,213 28.2% 8
Kings County 109,207 21,307 19.5% 11 36,725 9,705 26.4% 14
Lake County 57,306 10,081 17.6% 20 13,518 3,202 23.7% 19
Lassen County 24,853 3,484 14.0% 31 7,212 1,204 16.7% 34
Los Angeles County 9,349,771 1,674,599 17.9% 18 2,605,656 640,145 24.6% 15
Madera County 114,795 24,514 21.4% 6 35,500 10,333 29.1% 5
Marin County 237,535 15,601 6.6% 56 49,214 3,714 7.5% 56
Mariposa County 16,834 2,489 14.8% 28 3,730 624 16.7% 34
Mendocino County 84,736 13,505 15.9% 24 21,176 4,775 22.5% 21
Merced County 208,052 45,059 21.7% 4 71,024 20,423 28.8% 7

Modoc County 9,142 1,962 21.5% 5 2,332 710 30.4% 3
Mono County 12,684 1,456 11.5% 40 2,871 365 12.7% 45
Monterey County 382,680 51,692 13.5% 33 110,595 19,775 17.9% 29
Napa County 119,585 9,913 8.3% 49 29,408 3,321 11.3% 49
Nevada County 90,922 7,332 8.1% 51 20,660 2,166 10.5% 51
Orange County 2,803,533 289,475 10.3% 45 749,368 102,002 13.6% 43
Placer County 245,680 14,272 5.8% 57 64,680 4,317 6.7% 57
Plumas County 20,571 2,686 13.1% 34 4,649 801 17.2% 30
Riverside County 1,511,153 214,084 14.2% 30 457,296 87,083 19.0% 28
Sacramento County 1,210,917 169,784 14.0% 31 328,833 67,728 20.6% 26
San Benito County 52,663 5,241 10.0% 46 16,720 2,014 12.0% 47
San Bernardino County 1,662,617 263,412 15.8% 25 539,174 113,695 21.1% 24
San Diego County 2,722,408 338,399 12.4% 37 706,567 119,704 16.9% 32
San Francisco County 765,356 86,585 11.3% 42 109,001 15,443 14.2% 41
San Joaquin County 547,298 97,105 17.7% 19 170,463 41,186 24.2% 18
San Luis Obispo County 231,960 29,775 12.8% 35 51,925 6,212 12.0% 47
San Mateo County 697,649 40,692 5.8% 57 158,488 10,285 6.5% 58
Santa Barbara County 384,512 55,086 14.3% 29 96,777 16,319 16.9% 32
Santa Clara County 1,653,531 124,470 7.5% 54 407,478 36,548 9.0% 53
Santa Cruz County 247,530 29,383 11.9% 38 59,144 7,871 13.3% 44
Shasta County 159,917 24,556 15.4% 27 41,421 9,082 21.9% 22
Sierra County 3,515 397 11.3% 42 828 122 14.7% 39
Siskiyou County 43,699 8,109 18.6% 15 10,400 2,825 27.2% 11
Solano County 378,431 31,344 8.3% 49 109,328 11,852 10.8% 50
Sonoma County 451,145 36,349 8.1% 51 108,662 9,762 9.0% 53
Stanislaus County 440,454 70,406 16.0% 23 135,923 28,547 21.0% 25
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Sutter County 77,420 12,031 15.5% 26 22,315 4,818 21.6% 23
Tehama County 55,088 9,503 17.3% 21 14,953 3,670 24.5% 16
Trinity County 12,716 2,372 18.7% 14 2,872 771 26.8% 12
Tulare County 362,142 86,572 23.9% 1 121,948 40,271 33.0% 1

Tuolomne County 49,757 5,690 11.4% 41 10,979 1,864 17.0% 31
Ventura County 742,195 68,540 9.2% 47 209,653 25,407 12.1% 46
Yolo County 162,151 29,787 18.4% 16 41,816 6,900 16.5% 36
Yuba County 58,696 12,205 20.8% 7 18,080 5,038 27.9% 9

Counties in bold type are the top 5 counties with the worst poverty rank. 

1 From California Food Policy Advocates County Profiles - CFPA used the Total Poverty Rank and the Children In Poverty Rank from the 1999 U.S. 
Census, Demographic Data

* Counties are ranked so that a #1 ranking represents the county with the worst poverty rank. Counties with identical utilization rates are assigned the same 
ranking and are followed by sequencing skips.
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